
 

 

With 35 years of air pollution and climate science experience and expertise, Professor Sanz is dedicated to 

ensure climate change challenge are addressed and informed the best knowledge available. Her current role as 

member of the IPCC Emission Factors Data Base follows 20 years of contributions to the IPCC. She contributed 

to all the IPCC Task Force on Inventory methodological reports since 2003. As Scientific Director of the Basque 

Centre for Climate Change Professor Sanz´s research spans multiple disciplines and focuses on the solutions to 

climate change, with special focus on the Agriculture, Forest and Other Land (AFOLU) sector and the 

improvement of the GHG estimations and its contribution to climate change mitigation. She has an extensive 

experience in the science-policy interface, from local working with subnational policy makers to working 

alongside scientists and policymakers from around the world. She has a proven track record of forging 

consensus from different positions in the context of UN climate negotiations. 

 

 

IPCC Expertise 

 
Lead Author of Chapter 9, Forest (Working Group III, Fourth Assessment Cycle Report). 
 
Lead Author of the 2003 Good Practice Guidelines on Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry (2003 GPG-
LULUCF) 
 
Lead Author of the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (2006 GL). 
 
Contributing Author of the 2013 Revised Supplementary Methods and Good Practice Guidance Arising from the 
Kyoto Protocol.   
 
Review Editor of the 2013 Supplement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories: 
Wetlands.   
 
Coordinating Lead Author of the Volume on AFOLU of the 2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for 
National Greenhouse Gas Inventories.  
 
Member of the IPCC Emission Factor Data Base Board (2006-2007, 2016-present) 
 
Participated in several IPCC Expert meetings since 2003.  
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Professional experience 

 
2016 - 

 

2012-2015 

Scientific Director, Basque Centre for Climate Change (BC3) and Ikerbasque Professor, 
Leioa, Spain.  

Coordinator of the UN REDD Program, FOM Division, Forestry Departament, UN FAO.  

2011 – 2012 Scientific Director of the Climate Change Research Institute of Zaragoza (I2C2), Zaragoza, 
Spain 

2007- 2011 Senior Programme Officer, Team Leader, Sectoral Issues Unit, Methods, Data and 
Analysis Programme, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) Secretariat, Bonn, Germany. 

 Senior Programme Officer, Adaptation, Technology and Science Programme, United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat, Bonn, 
Germany.  

2006 - 2007 Head of the Atmospheric Chemistry Department at the Center of Mediterranean 
Environmental Studies (CEAM) (EUPHORE Lab), Valencia Spain. 

1999 - 2007 Head of the Air Pollution Effects Department at the Center of Mediterranean 
Environmental Studies (CEAM), Valencia Spain. 

2001 and 2000 Profesor Asociado, Departamento de Botánica, Universitat de Valencia.  

1992 - 1999 Senior Researcher at the Center of Mediterranean Environmental Studies (CEAM), 
Valencia Spain. 

1996 Associated Faculty, Botany Departmanent, Universitat de Valencia, Valencia, Spain.   

1991 - 1992 Postdoctoral fellow, Arizona State University, Phoenix, US. 
 

 

Other relevant activities 

 
Co-Chair of the Transdisciplinary Advisory Board of the JPI Climate (2019 – present). 
 
Chair of the Advisory Group of the Methods and Guidance component del Global Forest Observation Initiative 
(GFOI) (2016-present). 
 
Member of the Steering Committee of the Forest Resources Assessment (FRA), Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) (2009 – 2011). 
 
Member of the Board and Vice-Chair the Afforestation/Reforestation Methodological Panel of the Clean 
Development Mechanism of the UNFCCC ( http://cdm.unfccc.int/Panels/ar. 2007 
 
Co-Chair of the Air Quality Working Group, Panel on Deposition (EU/ICP Forest).  EU/UN, ICP-FOREST. 
Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (2002 – 2007). 
 
Reviewer of GHG inventories LULUCF sector and REDD+ Forest Reference Levels. UNFCCC Roster. (2002 – 
present).  
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University of Valencia, Spain. PhD in Botany and Plant Ecophysiology. 1991 
University of Valencia, Spain. Master. Ecology, 1986 
University of Valencia, Spain. Degree in Botany. 1981 
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Extraordinary National Environmental Price 2022. (As part of the Coordinating Panel of the 1st Spanish Cititzen´s 
Assembly on Climate Change). 
 
Research Merit Distinction of the Valencia Region Government, 2019 (October Price). 
 


