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AOSIS and 1.5ºC 



Key Messages? 

• Climate change is already 
affecting people, ecosystems 
and livelihoods around the 
world 

• Limiting global warming to 
1.5ºC is not impossible-but it 
would require unprecedented 
transitions in all aspects of 
society 

• There are clear benefits to 
keeping warming to 1.5ºC 
rather than 2ºC or higher 

• Limiting warming to 1.5ºC 
can go hand in hand with 
achieving other world goals 

 



Chapters 1 & 2 



Ch 3: Impacts of 1.5ºC Global Warming on Natural and Human Systems 



Ch 4: Strengthening and Implementing the Global Response 



Chapter 5: Sustainable Development, Poverty Eradication and 
Reducing Inequalities 



Summary for Policy Makers 



Key Messages for AOSIS 

• Impacts of climate change are already being 
experienced in small islands 

• Risks of climate change are more significant than 
previously assessed with substantial differences 
between 1.5ºC and 2ºC for small islands 

• Limiting warming to 1.5ºC provides more opportunities 
for adaptation for small islands, but there is still 
potential of irreversible losses at 1.5ºC 

• SIDS are already adapting to climate change but 
international cooperation, action and support is 
needed 

• Limits to adaptation and loss and damage for SIDS will 
occur as temperatures rise 



Further Research Needs 

• quantitative studies of projected impacts of 
SLR at 1.5ºC and 2ºC for small islands 

• impacts for beaches, barriers, sandy dunes, 
rocky coasts, aquifers, lagoons that were 
identified in AR5 but for which there is no 
quantified information at 1.5ºC or 2ºC  

• unique and threatened systems in small island 
states that pertains specifically to 1.5ºC and 
2ºC  
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