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l imits to cl imate 
adaptat ion 



Adaptat ion Limit   

 

“a  l imi t  is  a  po int  when an in to lerable 

r isk  must  be accepted;  the ob ject ive 

i tse l f  must  be re l inquished;  or  some 

adapt ive t ransformat ion  must  take p lace 

to  avo id in to lerable r isk”  (K le in e t  a l . ,  

2014,  p .  906)  















adaptation limits 



adaptation 
l imits 

• Economic limits: hard infrastructure 

• Ecological Limits: species tolerance to salt water 
on the islands  

• Social and cultural limits: identity tied to land 
(Pacific) or livelihood activity (pastoralism in 
Niger) 

• Relocation: lack of access to resources  

• Political limits: administrative boundaries 

• Imagination: perception-based limits 



Biophysical limits 

Biophysical limits Sociocultural limits 
Luetz, chapter 5 
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Biophysical limits 

Forced to change livelihoods 

Forced to change livelihoods 

Greenough, chapter 7 
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Forced to change livelihoods 

Adaptation Limits in the SIDS (Robinson, S., chapter 15) 
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Adaptation Limits in the SIDS 

Adaptation Limits in the SIDS  
(Charbaoui, C. & Blocher, J. 
chapter 20) 
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adaptation limits 

loss and damage  
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