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OBJECTIVE

Ecosystems, including the biodiversity they support and the essential services they provide for people are vulnerable to climate change. This vulnerability is
exacerbated by the degraded and fragmented state of many natural ecosystems so protection and restoration are an essential element of building resilience of
both people and nature. Effective conservation of 30-50% of the earth surface is needed to maintain resilience at a planetary scale. This is an issue which cuts
across both the UNFCCC and the Convention on biological diversity. At a local and national level, conservation planning and maintenance of ecosystem services
will increasingly require adaptation to reduce the risks from climate change and there is an increasing body of scientific evidence to support this.

This session will present main findings on adaptation options for conserving biodiversity and on ecosystem-based adaptation for people from the latest
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) assessment report. It will cover the large-scale issues of conserving natural systems at a planetary scale to
build resilience to climate change, the need for conservation itself to adapt and the opportunities to reduce climatic risks to people, through what are sometimes
termed nature-based solutions. Talks by IPCC experts will also cover the links between human health and nature in the context of climate change and nature and
provide a short case study of Africa. As well as considering the opportunities the session will also discuss the limits to these approaches and conclude with
questions from the audience.
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AGENDA

Opening and Welcome

18:00-18:05

Moderator introduction

Dr Stephen Cornelius

Deputy Practice Leader & Innovation
Lead, Climate & Energy, WWF
International

Presentation of IPCC AR6 WGII Key findings

18:05-18:10 Adaptation options for terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems Mike Morecroft, Coordinating Lead
Author, Chapter 2 (Terrestrial and
freshwater ecosystems)

18:10-18:15 Adaptation options for marine and coastal ecosystems Sarah Cooley, Coordinating Lead
Author, Chapter 3 (Marine and coastal
ecosystems)

18:15-18:20 Adaptation in forest and agricultural systems Rachel Bezner Kerr, Coordinating Lead
Author, Chapter 5 (Food)

18:20-18:25 Joining up between adaptation, nature and human health Kathryn Bowen, Lead Author, Chapter
7 (Health)

18:25-18:30 Adaptation in African ecosystems Christopher Trisos, Coordinating Lead

Author, Chapter 9 (Africa)

18:30-18:55 (may be
extended until 19:25)

Q and A from floor and panel discussion

Moderated by Stephen Cornelius

Closing

19:25-19:30

Concluding remarks by moderator

Stephen Cornelius
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