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OBJECTIVE

What are nature-based solutions all about? Are they only for high-income countries or can they work in low-income countries? Why
should we think about them for climate change solutions? In this session we delve into the details about nature-based solutions and
explore these questions. The evidence suggests that nature-based solutions can benefit people and biodiversity and be an important
strategy in taking climate action but, to realise their potential, they need to be planned and implemented inclusively using robust
evidence.

This event will present the findings from the latest assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and
briefly discuss what nature-based solutions are and provide an overview of the evidence for nature-based solutions as both adaptation
and mitigation strategies. It will also present some of the risks associated with poorly designed or poorly implemented nature-based
solutions, for example planting trees in areas which are not naturally forested, such as savannas and some peatlands. Examples of
nature-based solutions in both human-managed and natural systems will be given, such as mangrove restoration, natural forest
regeneration, agroecological farming and urban green spaces.

We will highlight the multiple benefits that nature-based solutions can provide alongside adaptation and mitigation, including
supporting biodiversity, human health, livelihoods and food security. We will also discuss examples of intended nature-based solutions
actions which have caused adverse impacts, including maladaptation. We will then consider the factors that promote effective nature-
based solutions and the barriers to it, together with the bottlenecks to widespread implementation of nature-based solutions with an
example of native reforestation.
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AGENDA

Opening and Welcome

14:00-14:05

Welcome from moderator

Anne Christianson, director of
International Climate Policy at the
Center for American Progress

WORKING WITH NATURE FOR PEOPLE AND THE PLANET: NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS IN THE IPCC 6TH ASSESSMENT REPORT

14:05-14:15

Introduction including perspective on new UN definition of nature-based solutions

Mike Morecroft, Natural England and

WGII Coordinating Lead Author Chp 2

Terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems
and their services

14:15-14:25

Nature-based solutions for forests management — virtual presentation (video as back-up)

Shobha Maharaj, Terraformation and
WGII Lead Author Chp 15 Small Islands
and Cross-Chapter Paper 1 Biodiversity
Hotspots , virtual presentation

14:25-14:30

Nature-based solutions for ocean and coastal management

Sarah Cooley, Ocean Conservancy and
WGlII Coordinating Lead Author Chp 3
Ocean and Coastal Ecosystems and
their Services

14:30-14:35

The importance of NbS: Examples from a SIDS

Carol Franco-Billini, Virginia Tech
and WGII Review Editor Chp 2
Terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems
and their services

14:35-14:55 (could be
extended until 15:10)

Discussion and questions from the audience

All panelists moderated by Anne
Christianson

Closing

14:55-15:00 [15:10-
15:15]

Closing remarks

Anne Christianson
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